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Mt. Beacon Amateur Radio Club
Post Office Box 841
Wappingers Falls, New York 12590

President’s Report
By Jim, K2JIM
President, MBARC

MBARC Well here it is the first week in March and | was
beginning to think that winter was over with. I guess | was wrong
because there is about six inches of snow on the ground. But it
is really coming to an end and Spring is on the way. One way to
tell is that we have our Hamfest coming up in April. I would like
to thank Janet KC2LUR for coming forward and chairing the
Hamfest committee. A good part of our income comes from the
hamfest. She has asked for support over the past few weeks and
she has received it but she needs more. This is a big task to take
on and one person cannot do it all by themselves. So please
volunteer to help on the hamfest even if its only for one hour it
will make it a lot easier for everyone.

Something else that is happening and showing us that
Spring is coming is in a list that Rich N2ZKX got to me with all
his Public Service events that the club provides communication
for during the year. Rich and his crew provide a great service for
all these organizations and we should be happy that Rich has
such a dedicated crew that volunteer for all these events.

The engineering committee took advantage of the mild
weather in January and made a couple of trips up the mountain
to do some maintenance work on the repeaters. If it had been a
normal winter, especially January those trips they made up the
mountain couldn’t have been taken so we thank John N20XV
and his crew for venturing up the mountain during the winter to
take care of keeping the repeaters going through the winter
months.

One of the things that the Board has been working on is
how to expand the membership and bring on new or bring back
past members that didn’t renew their membership for one reason
or another. If you have any ideas as to how we could do this
please contact me. We’ve also had a committee headed by Janet
KC2LUR onelection reform. That should be winding up soon as
another fiscal year is coming to an end at the end of June.

Just a reminder about the fiscal year of the club, The
year ends on the last day of June and dues are due for the new year
by 1st of July. So if you want to vote for the new officers that will
be taking office in September you have to have your dues paid by
the 1stof July or youwill not be receiving a ballot for the election.

Don’tforget our next membership meeting is on Sunday
March 19, 2006. It will be held at the Poughkeepsie Galleria
Community Room at 1PM. Hope to see you all there.

Jim Capicotto
K2JIM President

MBARC In-person Meeting
January 15, 2006

Meeting called to order at 1:23 PM by President Jim,
K2JIM 17 members present. Pumpkin Patrol certificates
presented by Trooper Brian Kieckhafer. Dan, KC2HAP gave a
presentation on robotics and micro-controllers Vice-president
Rich, N2ZKX announces 2006 Eskimo Run to be held on
January 23, 2006 at Baird Park in the Town of LaGrange and the
cancellation of the “Winter Road Rally” KE2FI submitted the
treasurer’s report with an income of $7,540.00 and expenses of
$9,105.00. The cost of the Repeeper for the prior year was
$429.98 which led to further discussion of e-mail delivery of the
Repeeper.

Rich, N2EYH presented the engineering report on
behalf of Director of Engineering John, N20XV advising the
membership of the disconnection of the telephone lines at both
the N20XV, 147.045and N2EYH, 146.895 repeaters. Rich also
announced the next UNREPCO meeting date January 22, 2006

New member accepted WA2KXE, ARTHUR A
ALTARAC MERRICK NY 11566-4808 Director Janet,
KC2LUR is the new Hamfest Chair other members of the
committee are N2ZKX,N2FZC,KE2FI,KC2HAP, KC2MXA
and KC2DAA Janet also reported on election procedure reform.

Dave, KC2AFK appointedtoreplace Colleen, KC2HUT
ontheboard of directors. Jim, K2JIM announces another MBARC
Breakfast to be held on a Saturday date to be announced. Rich,

N2ZKX reports on ARRL equipment insurance cost is
$15.00 per thousand dollars of coverage witha$50.00 deductible
per occurrence this insurance also covers antennas, feedline and
installation. Rich, N2EYH reminds members of the MBARC
YAHOO Groups (Editor’s note - see more information in this
issue on how to subscribe).

Tom, KC2FZC will obtain internet domains for
MBARC.

Adam, KC2DAA reports on new HF equipment at the
EOC, Icom ICF-7000 purchased for installation in the new
mobile command center.

Meeting adjourned at 2:56 PM.
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Mount Beacon Amateur Radio Club

Assists Webelos Scouts Klondike Derby
By Bill, KC2LIX

Mount Beacon Amateur Radio Club started out the new
year assisting the Webelos Cub Scouts at their annual Klondike
Derby at James Baird State Park for our first public service
event. Radio volunteers started arriving at 7:30 am to start setting
up for the day’s communications task of providing real time
scoring for the scouting event.

Nine hams came out to participate on the unseasonably
warm winter day. Unlike in the past where temps ranged from 5
to mid teens, this event was
missing a key ingredient,
SNOW. The 55 degree
weather made operations
seem likeaspringtime outing.
Blacktop and mud was the
medium to traverse for the
day. Great fun was had by
all.

Thanks to: KC2FEL, Bob; KC2KZB, Jim; KC2LUR,
Janet; KC2LI1X, Bill; KC20VN, Paul and XYL Sherry; N2UZV,
Steve; N2ZKX, Rich; WA2P, Pat; and WM2C, Mark who came
out to make this happen for the scouts.

This year’s lunch was our traditional pizza lunch with
all of the drinks being donated by Amedo’s Pizza. A special
thanks to Amedo’s for their donation. The day ended on a windy
note as we were all packing up to leave at 3:30 PM. As stated
earlier it was a great day and everyone had a good time and was
looking forward to our next public service event.

Bill, KC2LIX

ARRL Renews Interference
Complaint Against Ambient Corporation

ARRL Renews Interference Complaint Against
Ambient Corporation BPL Installation In the wake of continued
FCC inaction in response to several previous complaints, on
January 5 the ARRL filed a renewal of the complaint against the
Ambient Corporation’s Broadband over Power Line system in
Briarcliff Manor, New York. The BPL system is operated by
Ambient, on power lines owned and operated by Consolidated
Edison, under an experimental FCC authorization. Details at
http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2006/01/06/3/?nc=1 A
reminder to NY ARRL members. Please write letter to the
Governorand Smith inthe PSC. See http://www.hudson.arrl.org/

NYSBPL06.htm for sample letters and info.

Mt. Beacon Amateur Radio Club Information

Club Frequencies:

1D Input Output PL
K2ROB/R 52.310 53.310 114.8
N2EYH/R 146.295 146.895 100
KC2DAA/R 146.370 146.970 100
N20XV/R 147.645 147.045 100
W2GIO/R 222.320 223.920 NONE
WA2GZW/R 444575 449.575 100

N2HPA/R 909.200 921.200 100
WA2YSM-15 144.390 (APRS)

On the Air Meetings:

Mondays, 8 PM Local Time except on holidays,
(146.970 - OFFSET, 100 HZ Tone recommended)
Every one is invited to check in or just listen
WB2UWU plans on bringing Newsline following the meeting
In Person Membership Meetings:

The March Business meeting will be held on Sunday March 19, 2006
from 1pm to 5pm at the Poughkeepsie Galleria Community room.

Repeeper Committee
N2FTR, Andrew, Editor
N20XV, John, Publisher

Officers

President: ......ocooeevieeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeee K2JIM, JIM
Vice President: . N2ZKX, Rich
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Directors at Large

KC2AFK DAVE
N2FzC Tom
KC2LUR Janet
N2CSS Tara
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Mt. Beacon Amateur Radio Club
P O Box 841
Wappingers Falls, New York 12590

web site: <http://www.qsl.net/mbarc/




Cub Scouts & Hams

Join Together for JOTA
By Joyce, KC20KY

(Editor’s Note: This article appeared in the November 2nd 2005 edition of
the “Warwick Valley Dispatch™ and is being reprinted with permission
from Joyce. Our Club and Vice-President N2ZKX are both mentioned! See
the article on the web at http://www.warwickinfo.net/dispatchart/
110205.pdf quickly before it ages out!)

Cub Scouts from Pack 44 in Florida joined Scouts all
over theworld on Oct. 15, when they took part in the 48th Annual
Jamboree onthe Air (JOTA). Using amateur (Ham) radio astheir
mutual campground, they exchanged information about
themselves and their communities, gaining a wider appreciation
of the world and of Ham radio. With the fall foliage around
Glenmere Lake providing a seasonal backdrop, Tiger, Bear,
Wolf, and Webelo Cubs, ranging in age from 6 to11 years old,
talked to their fellow Scouts across the country. From their
temporary communications’ hub in Florida’s Glenmere Park,
they learned there was a pumpkin-chucking contest in Syracuse,
NY,amountain-bike trip in Santa Rosa, CA, while itwas raining
in Manchester, NH. Webelo mother Pip Klein chatted about a
favorite restaurant with scouts in St Mary’s, GA. Other contacts
were as far flung as Maryland, Texas, Hawaii, and even
Venezuela, which the Cubs diligently tracked on US and world
maps.

When the Cubs weren’t at the microphone, there were
plenty of other communication-related activities to keep them
occupied. They worked with their parents to assemble electronic

circuits for Morse code, with audible “di-di-dits” and “dahdah-
dah’s” announcing successful completion. They talked on can-
and-string telephones, signaled each other with semaphore and,
with occasional breaks for hot dogs cooked by parents Jack
Kenny and Jim Sheridan, just old-fashioned played in the long-
awaited sunshine. “The boys really enjoyed it,” said Andrea
Cushing, mother of Tiger and Bear Cubs. Half-a-dozen volunteers
from the Orange County Amateur Radio Club, who set up
temporary antennae and operated the radio equipment, seemed
to have as much fun as the boys. Club President Saul Rozinsky
and member Andy Maroney coaxed words from the boys when
they got “mike fright” and eagerly joined in other activities.

Rich Otis of the Mount Beacon Amateur Radio Club
demonstrated the value of Ham Radio in emergency situations
when he set up “on the fly,” operating from his car. “When
disasters strike,” said Otis, “the systems that we all have come to
depend onwired phones, cell phones, and the internet can and do
fail. Ham radio will always get through and get the job done
because our systems are flexible and are not dependent on other
services.” He added that events like JOTA are great training
opportunities for new Hams. All of the Ham radio operators
applauded the enthusiasm shown by the Pack 44 Cub Scouts
during the event and extended invitations to visit their “Ham
shacks.” At least one of the Cubs and perhaps a parent or two is
now interested in pursuing Ham radio as a hobby. As they finally
broke camp under a near-full moon shining over the lake,
organizers knew the eventwas a hit when one sleepy Bear asked:
“Can we do this again tomorrow?”

Hamfest 2006
By Janet, KC2LUR

Hamfest Committee Chairperson Mount Beacon will
be holding its annual Hamfest on April 23rd at Tymor Park in the
Town of Union Vale (mailing address = LaGrange - a little
confusing). It’s Rain or Shine, with a large indoor area, in
addition to outdoor space. All the details are on our website at:
www.gsl.net/mbarc/service/hamfest.ntm. In brief, it begins at 8
AM and runs until 3 PM. As usual, sellers can arrive at 6 AM to
setup. We’ll have Food, Fun, and Fascinations (your guess as to
what those might be!).

Very importantly, there will be a VE Session (including
Code testing), for those wishing to join the hobby or upgrade
their licenses.

We’re attempting to go high-tech thisyear: 1. Inaddition
to the mail-it-in method, there isan online Vendor Form ; you can
now sign up for tables or to tailgate right from your computer.

You’ll still have to mail in the check, though, this year.
2. The flyers, maps, etc. are going to be emailed, to save on the
crazy postal costs ; Thank you N2CSS and K2CSS (and family!)
for scouring the web for e-mail addresses for our past attendees.
3. We’re contacting all the clubs in the area via Radiograms ;
Thank you N2JBA. This also gets the word out to anyone who
participates in the on-air Nets. So far, the help I’ve received has
been stellar. I’'m grateful and happily surprised at people’s
generosity with time and resources.

As April 23rd approaches, you may be contacted to help
out in various ways, Setup on the 22nd, Talk-In on the 23rd,
parking lot assistance, Food Booth help, manning/womaning the
Club Table, etc.. Please respond as well as you can. Thanks, and
see you there on April 23rd!



MBARC is Key to Safety for

National Auto Rally By Rich,
N2ZKX, Vice-President

On April 7-8, 2006 MBARC will again be providing
primary Safety & Emergency Communications for the second
round of the United States Rally Championship, Rally New
York USA 2006. MBARC and the operators that have participated
inthe pasthave received both National & International recognition
for the degree of professionalism they have exhibited during past
events. Our ability to set up and operate a Safety & Emergency
net has been praised by numerous members of law enforcement,
and government officials, in fact several have asked our Ham
operators for advice on improving their own communication
systems. After seeing the value of Ham Radio one Township is
requiring that a cellular phone company provide space and
installation of an Amateur Radio antenna before they will grant
final approval for a proposed tower, and has included Amateur
in their emergency plan, this is all a direct result of MBARC
involvement in Rally communications. It’s good for our hobby,
several Rally Marshals have become Hams after their exposure
to our net, and another is currently attending Ham classes at the
Poughkeepsie Red Cross chapter house. | guess what I’m trying
to say is that these events as well as all our Public Service events
are a win-win for our hobby.

One description of Rally: Rallying is the ultimate team
motor sport where street-licensed cars competing for the best
time are raced on Stage Roads. These roads are typically gravel
or tarmac, and can be public or private. During competition there
are two people in the car, a driver behind the wheel and a co-
driver describing every bend in the road from pace notes prepared
during reconnaissance.” Competitor’s race navigating from a
route book provided just hours before to the event, with no
practice allowed on the stage roads prior to the start. Cars can
easily reach speeds above 100 MPH as they snake between trees
and along the edges of cliffs in this extreme sport of strength and
stamina. The other important side of Rally is the service crew,
these are the guys and gals that prepare the cars and make
adjustments and repairs during scheduled and timed segments.
Rally is the ultimate motor sport that requires good preparation,
technical (mechanical) skill, driving ability, courage, navigational
skills, good communication skills, teamwork, and of course a
little luck never hurts. Most of us will never have the opportunity
to race a “Nextel Cup” or “Formula One” car, however “Rally
Racing” isamotor sportthatiswithin
the reach of “normal people”, don’t
get me wrong a person still needs
some pretty deep pockets to get
involved inthistype ofracing. These
men and women compete for the - =2~
sheer joy of racing; there is no prize —= o
money involved. What it takes: A %
tremendous number of volunteers
are required to put on a safe event.

Atypical Rally requires 40-
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50 Ham Radio operators, the event can not take place without a
reliable communications network (the best place for a Rally is
the worst place for communications) this is coordinated by the
Mt. Beacon Amateur Radio Club as a Public Service. Rally
Marshals are broken up into two categories; Time control; these
are 12-16 experienced Rally people (sometimes former
competitors) that take care of scoring, and Course workers; these
events take place on normal public roads (which of course are
closed by permit) so there are a large number of intersections,
access roads, and driveways that must be secured to avoid the
possibility of a pedestrian, or vehicle infiltrating the course
while competition is in progress. Rally New York USA 2006
will require 250-300 Course Workers to set up barricades (snow
fences) for controlled spectator areas, securing & cleaning up
caution tape across all driveways and access points, two course
marshals are placed at every road that intersects the course, and
course workers are posted at all spectator areas to assist with
crowd control. Course marshals (workers) are not just out there
on their own, there will be of course the Ham Radio operators,
the course safety cars & sweep vehicles, as well asapproximately
20 police officers from the NYSP, SCSD, and NYS Encon on
each active stage.

Training; On Saturday March 25, there will be atraining
course for both Radio Operators and Marshals and | encourage
all toattend. The training will take place at the Tusten Town Hall
in Narrowsburg NY from 9:30 am to 4:00 PM (please be
prompt), a light breakfast & full lunch will be provided by the
Rally & catered by the local Lions Club. Topics will be Safety,
Radio, & Teamwork, as well as cross training for both groups.
What can the volunteers expect; To have a good time watching
some greatracing, an event T-shirt, breakfast (Saturday morning)
lunch (Saturday afternoon) invitation to the after Rally Banquet
(all at no cost of course). Rally New York carries a 5 million
dollar insurance policy which covers all volunteers, and I’'m
pleased to report that these Rallies have the best safety record in
the entire country, there have never been any volunteers injured
atany RNY events.

Why go to all this work; Americans have always been
in love with all forms of racing, this is a great sport, it is good for
the local economy, and it beats sitting in front of the TV or

. computer. Rally offers people a safe &
controlled platform to test their cars and
driving skills. Thank you, please visit
www.RallyNewYork.com or
www.N2ZKX.com,anon-lineregistration
is available at either site as well as on our
own MBARC site. If you have any
| questions or concerns please feel free to
contact me Rich Otis, N2ZKX; PO Box
4028, Middletown, NY 10941, Phone:
845-344-2720, Cell: 845-649-8112, or e-

| mail: n2zkx@arrl.net

i
Ron N2SKH as course safety car sweep #1




Hudson Valley NET (HVN) News
Ed, N2JBA HVN Net Manager

Winter will shortly be coming to a close and all the Springtime
funwill begin. The net traffic numbers and new net members are
on the rise again.

Welcome to the following new checkins: Jim KC20BK,
Paul KC20VN, Keith N1IHLK, Dan KC2HAP, Anthony
KC2KNB, Larry N6BQD, and Darrayle KC200l.

A new Hudson Valley Net informational website is up
and running and can be accessed from www.qgsl.net/mbarc or
www.mtbeacon.net. Just look for the hyperlink and access. You
will find many links to include the Eastern New York Section,
The ARRL webpage, including the ARRL Public Service
Communications Manual, Appendix B, which containsthe NTS
Practice and Guidelines Manual and others. My thanks to Andrew,
N2FTR and Finn, WB2UWU for making the webpage possible.
The webpage will continue to be a “work in progress.”

The Mt Beacon ARC will be holding their annual
Hamfest on April 23, 2006 at Tymor Park, Unionvale, NY and
this year HVN is sending radiograms to all amateur radio clubs
in Eastern NY, some of the NLI Section and the Connecticut
Section announcing the event. HVN will have an information
table and there will be many people available to answer your
questions. Please stop by to see us.

I would also like to announce that HVN will hold its
Second Annual Breakfast / Get-together; date, time and place
will be announced at a later time. Please let me know your
preferences.

Please join the Hudson Valley Net when you can; we
are on the air every evening at 7:30 PM on the Mt Beacon ARC
repeater, 146.970 (-) and a PL of 100 or 123 HZ.

Best 73 Ed

A few words from the “Money Man”
By Noel, KE2FI

Treasurer As treasurer of the Mount Beacon Club, |
spendafairamount oftime looking atnumbers. As I’ve mentioned
at our meetings, we have enough money in the bank to pay the
bills however I always like to see a positive cash flow and in that
respect the club can make some improvements.

The two major sources of income we have are dues and
the Hamfest. | would like to suggest that everyone come to the
Hamfest and support the club. It’s a great time and you can get
up close and personal with many of the people you talk to on the
machines. Since putting on the Hamfest is such a major
undertaking, do what you can to help make it happen by
volunteering for anything that might help make it easier. Janet,
KC2LUR has lots of openings.

Another fund raiser we have that helps fill the coffers
is the raffle. When the club has one, do what you can to help
generate sales. Either buy several tickets for yourself or pick
some up and sell them to others. The more tickets we sell the
greater our profit.

Finally, regarding costs, we recently eliminated the
phone line at the Illinois Mountain site which will save the club
about $30.00 per month. If anyone has suggestions on how to
save or make more money for the club contact me and I’ll see
what we can do to make it happen. Hope to see you all at the
Hamfest on April 23rd.

73, Noel KE2FI

Stu’s Calendar
By Stu, WA2BSS

Orange County. ARC Hamfest date of Saturday. 18 March at the Temple Hill School, in New Windsor,NY More info:
www.bestweb.net/~ocarc/. Dayton Hamvention dates: May 19 to 21! If anyone would like more info on joining Quarter Century
Wireless Association (QCWA), please go to: www.qcwa.org and mention that I will sponsor you, and my QCWA number is 30518.




Editor’s Ramblings
By Andrew, N2FTR Editor

Three things are on my mind this month! First, for those
folks wishing to join Rich N2EYH’s relatively new MBARC
reflector, where news and informationabout the club is dispensed
and discussed, feel free to visit http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
mbarc. You can sign-up to receive messages as emails directly
from the site as well by registering, and you’ll never miss a beat
of club news! To start sending messages to members of this
group, simply send e-mail to mbarc@yahoogroups.com. | beleive
Rich pre-screens the messages, so it might take aday or so for the
information to post.

Secondly, Bill KC2LIX was kind enough to send me
the following list of meetings for the Dutchess County ARES/
RACES folks to make note of - if you’re interesting in Emergency
Service, get ahold of him or Adam KC2DAA: Wed. May 17th at

7pm Pleasant Valley Fire House Sat. July 15th at 11am Pleasant
Valley Fire House - This will be a Picnic Meeting Wed. Oct 18th
at 7pm Pleasant Valley Fire House In the works is a year end
meeting / dinner to be announced.

Third and finally, right here in the Hudson Valley,
we’re blessed to have Terry KC2BUV’s talents at forecasting
and dispensing information about weather! He’s the NWS
Skywarn Coordinator for Westchester County, and a frequent
operator on MBARC 97 repeater. If you’d like to receive his
frequentwritings on the weather (and they make very interesting
reading!), an e-mail to Terry with the words “Skywarn” in the
subject line will do it! Send it along to: trlong@sprynet.com .
Additionally, visit his web site at http://www.kc2buv.com for
many other items relating to the weather

Engineering Report March 2006
By John, N20OXV Director of Engineering

The Engineering Committee has been working on several
improvements for our repeaters. Most of these improvementsare
for our link and control radios for Millbrook, Illinois and Mt.
Beacon. Rich, N2EYH has obtained coordination for a new link
frequency for Illinois/Millbrook repeaters. This new frequency
will allow us to shift the old link frequency from Illinois/
Millbrook to the Mt. Beacon 123pl site, which will completely
eliminate our causing anymore interference to the coordinated
repeater in Brooklyn. This frequency change at the 123pl site is
a top priority because | do not want any chance of interfering
again.

Robbie K2ROB, has been building the radios necessary
for the linking / control project for Millbrook / Illinois and
Beacon. The next change that will take place is new crystals for
Illinois Mountain. This procedure is not time consuming, and
should finally put the 147.645 receiver on frequency. Rich,
N2EYH has obtained coordination for a 220mhz repeater at the
Millbrook site. This repeater has yet to be built, and we are
currently looking for parts. While I will give any support | can to
this new repeater, my priority will be focused on the 146.970
repeater issues and resolving the same. Further this repeater
must be built within one year or we will lose our coordination. It
was decided that the

Millbrook/Illinois repeaters would no longer offer
autopatch capabilities. This is due to a lack of use and an effort
to save money. Currently, Millbrook no longer has a telephone
line, and Illinois will be removed once a control receiver is
installed. We hope to gain a control receiver once all the link
frequency moves are settled. | expect all of the above (except for
the new 220mhz repeater) to be completed during the month of
March and possibly some of April.

Brian W2BJP, has volunteered to coordinate the
engineering committee’s grounds keeping activities. He will
probably be looking for volunteers for a work party some time
during this spring.

On January 21, Rich N2EYH and | traveled to Albany
for the UNYREPCO meeting. This was an informative meeting,
about the workings of repeater coordination, and what new
policies are in the process of being adopted.

I would like to thank Frank W2GIO, for loaning the
clubhisexpensive log periodic directional antenna. Thisantenna
was originally brought up to Mt. Beacon during the summer of
2004 for testing purposes on the six meter repeater. Late in 2004
the 123pl alternate receive site was installed and the main site
could not hear the link site. It was decided that Frank’s antenna
would be used temporarily until a permanent antenna could be
installed. On February 25, 2006 a folded dipole ground plane
antennawas installed and is working properly. Not only does the
new antenna offer an omni-directional receive pattern, it is also
very rugged.

I have been working on an inventory of all club
equipment. | expect this will be completed during the next Four
months, and hope to have a complete list. Once the list is
complete, | will be in a better position to offer the use of club
equipment to members.

Finally my schedule for trips to the Mt. Beacon will
likely be every weekend as weather and schedules permit. So |
will be contacting all who have volunteered to help.

73 N2OXV



2006 Will be a Busy Year for MBARC Public Service By Rich,
N2ZKX, Vice-President

Hey Y’all 2006 looks to be another busy year for
MBARC Public Service! We started the year off in January with
two events scheduled on the same day the Rally New York
Winter Rally Sprint & the Webelos Eskimo Run. Due to the very
mild winter we have experienced in the Hudson valley the Rally
Sprinthad to be canceled. Bill, KC2LIX volunteered to coordinate
the Eskimo Run and did an outstanding job that left me with the
opportunity to work as a volunteer (a welcome break). You can
read more about the Eskimo Run in Bill’s report, | just wanted
to thank all the operators that came out to support the event.

We have three events coming up in the near future that
will afford operators the chance to get out and enjoy this exciting
side of our hobby. On April 7-8, we have Rally New York USA
please read more about that in aseparate article. Next up on April
22, is arather unique event (at least for MBARC), Tim, AB2SE
has asked the club for help by providing people (both Hams &
non-Hams) to act as simulated victims for a Mass Casualty &
Emergency Evacuation Drill withaUnion Vale Fire Department.
Thisisachance to see just how this type of operation works, and
although we all hope that the Fire Department never has put the
training to practical use, it’s good to know they are prepared.
This should be a lot of fun and you will be helping out a group
that has been a very good friend to MBARC over the past few
years. They are even going to feed you lunch, so please talk it up
amongst your friends and family, please come out and volunteer
just like the firemen do at all hours of the day and night. Last but
not least is the Dutchess County MS Walk, May 7, from 7:00 am
to 1:00 PM at the Culinary Institute of America. Early May is a

beautiful time of year and the MS Walk is always a great event,
this year MBARC will be taking on a slightly larger role than in
the past, we will not only be providing Safety Communications
we will also be laying out & putting up the signage for the route.

Last year we introduced bicycle mobile operators to
several Public Service Events thanks to Ed, KE4ZNU & Mary,
KF4ANGN (both avid bicyclists ), this has worked out very well
and really helps make the events even safer, so if you’re a bike
rider and would like to try bicycle mobile operation here’s your
chance. I’d like to remind everyone that March 13-17 is MS
Awareness Week, please visit www.msawarenessweek.org “You
can make a difference, please volunteer”.

Volunteer, y’all hear that from me quite a bit and I’m
sure there may be one or two of you that are tired of hearing it.
Really I want to thank all the members & non-members that help
out all the time and for those of you that haven’t please try to find
some time to come out and support your club, community. &
hobby. MBARC events are Family events, we always have a
good time and operators are encouraged to bring along family
members & friends.

Although membership isencouraged you do nothave to
be a MBARC member to participate but after you see all the fun
we have doing all these cool things I’m sure you’ll want to
become a member.

To volunteer for any of the upcoming events or if you
just want more info contact; Rich Otis, N2ZKX PO Box 4028
Middletown, NY 10941 or phone: 845-344-2720, cell: 845-649-
8112, e-mail: n2zkx@arrl.net , or you may even catch me on the
radio. Thanks & 73 Rich

The March Business meeting will be held on
Sunday March 19, 2006
from 1pm to 5pm
at the
Poughkeepsie Galleria Community room.
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Mt. Beacon Amateur Radio Club
Post Office Box 841
Wappingers Falls, New York 12590

Hamfest

April 23, 2006
Tymor Park in the Town of Union Vale

It’s Rain or Shine ¢ with a large indoor area ¢ in addition to outdoor space
8 AM and until 3 PM.
Sellers can arrive at 6 AM to set up.

Talk in on the Mt. Beacon 146.970 repeater 100hz or 123hz pl.
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